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WORKS OF MONTANA ARTIST EXHIBITED AT UM MUSEUM 
MISSOULA—
A current exhibit at the Montana Museum of Art and Culture presents a lesser-known 
side of Missoula artist Dirk Lee.
“The Beauty in Her...Works by Dirk Lee” will be in the Meloy Gallery of the museum, 
located in The University of Montana’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Building, from 
Oct. 26 through Dec. 21.
At noon on Thursday, Dec. 8, Lee will speak in the gallery about his work. The exhibit 
and the artist’s talk are free and open to the public.
The exhibit features Lee’s oil paintings depicting female portraits and female nudes that 
are done in a style reflective of surrealism and mannerism.
Through brilliant use of color, tight brushvvork and refractive textures, Lee’s sensitive 
portraits celebrate female beauty. While drawing on a long western tradition of working with 




Lee grew up in eastern Montana and studied art at various schools, including UM and 
the University of Oregon. He worked as a graphic designer in the Army during the Vietnam 
War.
In Missoula, Lee has worked as a sign painter and letterpress operator. He has gained 
respect for his expertly crafted prints and admiration for his colorful and highly detailed 
figurative paintings and drawings.
Lee’s work is in the permanent collections of the Library of Congress in Washington, 
D.C., the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, British Columbia, and in the Billings 
Yellowstone Art Museum, as well as in UM ’s Montana Museum of Art and Culture.
Free parking now is available near the northwest corner of UM ’s Performing Arts and 
Radio/Television Building. Gallery hours are Tuesday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 4-8:30 p.m.
Further information about the exhibit and the museum are online at 
http: / /www. umt. edu/partv/famus.
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